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“NAVIGATING THROUGH THE SPLENDOUR OF NATURE” 

 
The day’s activities started with the children arriving and taking part in the Organ Donor 

Hike (five kilometre) through the Pretoria Botanical Gardens.  This small piece of paradise 
amongst the Pretoria countryside is an ideal venue for such a walk.  The well laid out 
footpaths with the surrounding gardens allows one to see the local flora whilst getting 
glimpses of Pretoria and the local landmarks. 
 
Full of enthusiasm the SOAPkidz group did not take long to get lost whilst trying to follow 
the Organ Donor Walk and decided to go on an impromptu hike through the gardens.  Along 
the way we saw the waterfall, the diverse flora and the local Rock Hyrax (dassie) 
population.  The 22 children from Stanza Bopape Community Centre found the idea that 

the closest relative to the dassie, the elephant, a 
fascinating thought!  The group started the task of 
collecting any litter along the route and understanding 
their role as custodians of their local environment.  On 
completing the hike, the children were each awarded a 
medal from the Organ Donor Foundation for completing the 
activity of the day. 
 
A representative from the Organ Donor Foundation gave 
the group an idea of the role of the foundation and the 

importance of organs donors.  We had the privilege of listening to a recipient of a kidney 
transplant and this gave the children the opportunity to quiz the lady on her experiences 
and to have been given the “gift of life” by her daughter!  It was truly inspirational and 
allowed everyone the chance to see the real value of organ donors and the foundation that 
coordinates these initiatives.  Each child was given a red peak (hat) which would remind 
them of the day and the valuable cause. 
 
The 22 children were then divided into seven groups and volunteers were allocated to each 
group.  The language barrier was mitigated by ensuring that 
each team had a person who could convey the necessary 
messages to the children and Agnes, Saint, Caroline and 
Refilwe were crucial in conveying the instructions and the 
plan for the day to the enthusiastic groups. 
 
I went about explaining the geocaching (treasure hunt) to 
the various teams and felt the easiest way to get everyone 

going was to start the event and resolve technicalities as we 
went along.  All teams started by finding the various 
geocaches (waypoints) on their maps to assist the teams in planning their approach to the 
event.  Brief instructions were given to the team members on the use of a GPS unit. 
 



 

When the seven teams (Treasure Guys, Brazilians, Bakgani, Girl Hunters, Eagles, Super 
Strikers Finders and Tigers) had decided on their approach the treasure hunt, they all 
spread out into the western part of the gardens to start their hikes.  It was good to see 
that the teams each chose their own routes and teams moved off in all directions in search 
of the clues. 

 
One of the most enlightening aspects of the day was exposing children to this new 
technology which allows us to find ourselves and navigate to known locations. Seeing how 
the children were able to grasp the value of the GPS units and learn how to use them was 
once again proof that we should never underestimate our children.  On the other hand it 
was humbling to see the children’s faces when explaining some of the features of the 
gardens and the different types of trees, from places like the Richtersveld and Madagascar.   
 
The children all showed an immense willingness to learn and this exposure to nature and 
some modern gadgets offered them the chance to get out in nature and learn some 
valuable lessons.  I found it very sad to see that the children had not been exposed to the 
splendour of our local environments and it felt strange to be showing them high-tech GPS’s 
when they were not necessarily aware of some of the things that I take for granted.  This 
has left me with some questions about the dichotomy in our societies. 
 
On completion of their hikes, the teams came back 
to the band stand with various levels of success, 
some teams getting lost whilst other finding the 
clues and geocaches with relative ease.  The 
hidden caches in the gardens caused the most 
problem as the children needed to find the boxes 
(caches) under piles of stones.   I am sure they 
were all in the general area and saw the location 
of the caches but did not bother to lift the rocks.  
Sometimes it is the obvious clues that we miss and 
looking at the context, texture and patterns of 
things in nature shows much more than what we 
immediately perceive.  
 

What was heart-warming was the passion with which 
they kept on trying, often revisiting sites more than 
once to find the clue.  This criss-crossing of the gardens 
as shown in the map above also allowed the teams to 
complete the second part of their day’s activities, that 
of litter collection and teams getting lost ensures that 

most of the gardens was left litter free!  The children 
had also brought litter from their local environment and 
this was sorted and placed in the bins for recycling. 
 

The day’s activities were concluded with each team performing their war cries on the 
stage (band stand) and the prizes being awarded for teams which collected the most litter, 
team with the best war cry and the team which won the geocaching event. 
 
The day was a great success and all participants walked away inspired having learnt 
something about nature, navigation and themselves.   
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