Sharron put in a super human effort to get this charity event off the ground, and she was happy to
report that it had been worth every bit of the effort.

After months and months of planning, the first few people had pitched up outside the zoo in a
secure parking area and were eagerly making friends while anticipating the night’s events, which
would include a behind the scenes look at some of the animals, as well as a night hike through the
Johannesburg zoo.

For the behind the scenes tour, everyone was divided into two groups and were entertained and
educated by the wonderful Zoo’s tour guides, Kate and Anthony.

Kate in the blue shirt

Anthony in the red hat

There were kids aplenty, and some of them were really young, but each of them enjoyed this event
tremendously!

Sharron still on the phone directing a few
lost individuals to the Zoo Snooze.

This black rhino has been shot nine
times, seven on one occasion and twice
on a second. She is a real mascot for
the Johburg zoo.

This is the really behind the scene stuff, where we were taken right into the back of the cages and
given a close – up of how the animals area dealt with, how they are weighed, fed and cared for.
Don’t step over the yellow line, these animals are dangerous

Some of the SOAPkidz volunteers had to slip away from their groups to head back to the kitchen
area to prepare supper for our guests. We had 54 hungry mouths to feed. (Ok, minus a few children
who had already eaten and were sleeping in their parents arms!)
Pretty soon the guys and girls returned from the tours and while the adults tucked into a deliciously
warm meal, the children were given a SOAPkidz challenge, to collect as many bags of litter as they
could in one hour!
SOAPkidz volunteers were hard at work, educating awareness with both adults and children,
entertaining, cooking, serving and keeping the kitchen clean. Our volunteers are the heart of
SOAPkidz and their selfless efforts help ensure SOAPkidz can continue it’s work.
Sitting around the campfire, the Gluwine was at the ready and it wasn’t long before the adults
were keeping off the winters chill with a warm glass. For the children that were still awake it was
hot chocolate all around!

Then it was off to bed, and up early in the morning because we had to feed everybody breakfast,
and all the guests had to vacate the park before 8 o’clock when the park opened.
Thanks to each and every person who attended this event. You might think that you got a lot from
it, but what you gave towards the SOAPkidz is worth so much more.
Some children just do not get the opportunity to experience these types of events. SOAPkidz as an
organisation tries to get them out of their homes for a few hours or days and into the lovely outside
world, giving them the a chance to explore places that other children take for granted.

