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SOAPkidz on the Drakensberg

Our Vision: SOAPkidz believes that the future of Africa lies in our children and so aims to create a
better Africa by positively impacting on the lives of vulnerable children and the fragile environments
they live in.

Our Purpose: “We empower the vulnerable children of Africa by connecting them to nature where
they learn to experience love and personal growth.”

Detail:
 Non-Profit Organisation Nr. 054-940-NPO
 Public Benefit Organization Nr. 930021192

Contact Details:
 Postal Address:
P.O. Box 12486
Queenswood
Pretoria
0121
 Physical Address:
209 Amos Street
Colbyn
Pretoria

Orienteering at Stirrup Glyn

0083
 Website: www.soapkidz.org
 Contact persons:
Karen Hauptfleisch (Founder and Director)
Cell: 083 975 2700
E-mail:
noeksie@soapkidz.org
Glennita Ford (Director)
Cell: 073 389 8733
E-mail:
glennita@soapkidz.org

Banking Details:
 Account holder : SOAPKIDZ
 Bank

: Standard bank

 Branch

: Hatfield (01 15 45)

 Account Number : 06 117 059 3

The girls loved the Drakensberg

Committee:
 Chairperson

: Theo Coetzee

 Vice Chairperson

: Sharron Marie Reynolds

 Secretary

: Debbie Vorster

 Treasurer

: Karen Hauptfleisch

 Additional Members

: Glennita Ford
: Cynthia Pillay
: Sagaree Naidoo

Meetings and Reports:

The Mountain Challenge Team

 The AGM was held on the 9th of July 2011.
 Monthly meetings were held.
 Event reports were sent to the volunteers and main donors after every event.

Media:
 An article about SOAPkidz appeared in the Tshwane Beeld, Woman @ Home, IT Vector and the
Bronberger

Types of Events:
The children are introduced to nature through various kinds of events, which included:


Adventure Camps: These camps are mainly targeted at teenagers from children’s homes. By
taking these children out of their normal environment and comfort zones they learn more about
themselves and how they interact with others. Environmental activities are always
incorporated into the camps.



Environmental Educational Days: These days include various types of activities e.g. alien plant
eradication, tree planting, water testing, picking up litter, re-using litter



Orienteering events: SOAPkidz usually partners with RACO orienteering events. The children are
divided into different teams and taught basic navigation skills and there is always an extra prize
for the team that collects the most rubbish while doing the orienteering.



Nature Hikes: On these hikes the children learn valuable skills such as: cooking in the wild,
identifying animal tracks, navigation and stargazing.

Educational Aspect:
Through these events, the children learn about issues such as: sustainable living, preservation of the
environment, finding their place in society, First Aid, HIV/AIDS etc.

Operations:
During the past financial year, SOAPkidz has taken 300 children from previously disadvantaged
backgrounds and introduced them to the environment on 17 different occasions. 280 Volunteers gave
their time to show our previous children that they are special.

Pictures of Events:

Recycling at Pretoria Botanical
Garden

Deweeding in the Magaliesberg

Our Mountaineers in the Drakensberg

More Mountaineers

The ANC youth league

List of events:
1

2011/03/06

SOAPkidz Mountain Challenge

2

2011/03/12

SOAPkidz Mountain Challenge

3

2011/03/26

Kids in Nature

4

2011/3/26/27

SOAPkidz Mountain Challenge

5

2011/4/22-26

SOAPkidz Mountain Challenge in the Drakensberg

6

2011/06/11-12

Deweeding

7

2011/07/10

Eco-Orienteering

8

2011/07/24

Deweeding

9

2011/08/07

Eco-Orienteering

10

2011/08/27

Planting Season

11

2011/08/27

Organ donor - Geocaching

12

2011/09/17

Environmental Education Day

13

2011/10/08

Adventure Day

14

2011/11/23

Alexandra Outreach

15

2011/12/04

International Mountain Day

16

2012/01/16

Castle Gorge Outing

17

2012/02/26

Deweeding at Grootkloof

The Eco-Orienteering Team at Doornkloof Nature Reserve

Message to the SOAPKidz volunteers from the founder:
Dear Volunteers
The past year saw many new challenges, faces and events. Once again, I cannot thank all the
dedicated volunteers enough who shared their time, love and passion with the 705 children whose
lives you touched.
On a personal level the past year was both inspiring and incredibly challenging. I embarked on a
three month expedition to West Africa to climb the highest peak in sixteen countries and explore the
possibilities of expanding SOAPkidz into the rest of Africa. A highlight was the cleaning of Ghana’s
Mount Afadjati with the help of cheerful volunteers from the village at the base of the mountains.
The low point was seeing iron ore being mined in supposedly protected mountains and it broke my
heart to hear the sound of chainsaws felling giant trees in pristine tropical rainforests. Despite
crying many tears, I returned after travelling over 20 000 gruelling kilometres more determined than
ever to bring the SOAPkidz message to all the children of Africa. The laughter, hospitality and
infectious energy of the West African people; the days spent hiking in the beautiful mountain ranges
and the birdsong and giant silk cotton trees in the forests made this a life changing experience.
As most of you are aware, we are working hard to place SOAPkidz on a sustainable level, and several
strategy sessions were held in this regard. During the past year structures and processes were put in
place to ensure that we maximise our impact on the children’s lives and on the environment. With
our renewed vision and purpose we look forward to making an even bigger contribution during the
coming year. SOAPkidz is well placed with its wonderful volunteers, access to vulnerable children
and the use of a number of “natural” facilities. We look forward to welcoming you to all the action
and drama that we have planned for 2011/2012.
Besides our usual eco orienteering events, volunteer weekends, weekends in the mountains and day
hikes, we have the following major events lined up:
 6 March - SOAPkidz Mountain Challenge Event 1
 26 March - Kidz in Nature with the Kruispaaie Outreach Group
Once again, thank you for giving your time and love.

Karen Hauptfleisch
Founder and Director SOAPkidz
www.soapkidz.org

Karen and the SOAPkidz Dogs at
the International Mountain Day

Our Sponsors:
 Idealogy
 Metago Environmental Engineers
 Rotary Pretoria Eastern Sector
 L Costa
 S Martin
 Wendy Palm

Our Partners:
 MCSA Magaliesberg
 RACO

Christa van Schalkwyk from WSEC
with her funky green hat!

 Kruispaaie Outreach Group
 Walter Sisulu Environmental Education Centre
 Waterwise
The following organizations have kindly allowed SOAPkidz to use their facilities at no cost:



Mountain Club of South Africa

Message to the Sponsors
We are really fortunate to have such wonderful sponsors who have over the last year given of their
time, money and facilities. SOAPkidz is an NGO that strives to keep its overheads low so that all funds
donated go directly to the benefit of the children. SOAPkidz does not have offices, vehicles and paid
staff. Karen Hauptfleisch the Founder and Director operates the organization from her home.
Volunteers make use of their own vehicles, cell phones and do not get paid for their time.
Thank you for your support in 2010/11 and we look forward to our continued association in 2011/12.

